
 

The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
Christmas Eve 

December 24, 2011 + 10:30 p. m. 

 

A special welcome to those who are visiting; the addition of your praise and thanks to God 
heartens us all.  If you are seeking a church home, you are welcome here.   

If you are new to Trinity, please visit the Welcome Table directly across from the main door of the 
Nave; we would like to get to know you better, and to offer you a gift for being with us today.   

Restrooms are located directly across from the Nave just outside of Gravely Hall. 

Please do not hesitate to speak to an usher or any church member if you have any questions or 
need any assistance. 

Welcome to Trinity 



THE HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE ONE 
CHRISTMAS EVE 

DECEMBER 24, 2011 +  10:30 P. M. 

Please silence all audible electronic devices as you enter the church.    

The Word of God 

PRELUDE  

In dulci jubilo (Hymn 107)  Dietrich Buxtehude 
   (1637-1707) 

Divinum mysterium (Hymn 82)  Wilbur Held 
   (b. 1914) 

Concerto for Harpsichord No. 5 in F minor, BWV 1056  J. S. Bach 
i. Allegro   (1685-1750)  

ii. Adagio 
iii. Presto 

Es ist ein Ros’ entsprungen (Hymn 81)  Johannes Brahms 
   (1833-1897) 

Concerto Grosso in G minor, Op. 6, No 8 (‘Christmas’ Concerto)  Archangelo Corelli 
vi. Pastorale   (1685-1750)  



At the Procession, all STAND and sing together. 

HYMN  102, Once in royal David’s city 
   IRBY 

OPENING ACCLAMATION AND COLLECT FOR PURITY 

Celebrant:  Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

People:   And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever.  Amen.  

  Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee and worthily 
magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 

  Amen. 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:   And with thy spirit. 

  Let us pray.   

     A brief Silence. 

 O God, who hast caused this holy night to shine with the illumination of the 
true Light: Grant us, we beseech thee, that as we have known the mystery 
of that Light upon earth, so may we also perfectly enjoy him in heaven; 
where with thee and the Holy Spirit he liveth and reigneth, one God, in 
glory everlasting. 

  Amen. 



ANTHEM    arr. David Willcocks 
    (b. 1919) 

Choir:  On Christmas night all Christians sing to hear the news the angels bring. 
News of great joy, news of great mirth, news of our merciful King's birth. 

  Then why should men on earth be so sad, since our Redeemer made us glad, 
When from our sin he set us free, all for to gain our liberty? 

  When sin departs before His grace, then life and health come in its place. 
Angels and men with joy may sing all for to see the new-born King. 

  All out of darkness we have light, which made the angels sing this night: 
"Glory to God and peace to men, now and for evermore, Amen!" 

- Sussex Carol (traditional English carol) 

FIRST LESSON   Isaiah 9:2-4, 6-7 

 A reading from the Book of Isaiah. 

  The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived 
in a land of deep darkness — on them light has shined.  You have multiplied 
the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at 
the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 

  For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of 
their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.  For all the boots 
of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be 
burned as fuel for the fire. 

  For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his 
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace.  His authority shall grow continually, and there 
shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom.  He will 
establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time 
onward and forevermore.  The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 The Word of the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God. 



PSALM   Psalm 96 
   Plainsong, Tone II 

 

Choir: Sing to the Lord a / new song; * 
sing to the Lord, all / the whole earth. 

People: Sing to the Lord and / bless His Name; * 
proclaim the good news of His salvation / from day to day. 

 Declare His glory among the / nations * 
and His wonders among / all peoples. 

 For great is the Lord and greatly / to be praised; * 
He is more to be / feared than all gods.  

  As for all the gods of the nations, they are but / idols; * 
but it is the Lord who made / the heavens. 

 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of His / presence! * 
Oh, the power and the splendor of His sanc- / tuary!  

 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the / peoples; * 
ascribe to the Lord honor / and power. 

 Ascribe to the Lord the honor / due His Name; * 
bring offerings and come / into His courts.  

 Worship the Lord in the beauty of / holiness; * 
let the whole earth tremble / before Him. 

 Tell it out among the nations: “The / Lord is King! * 
He has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 
 He will judge the peoples / with equity.” 

  Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;  
  let the sea thunder and all that is / in it; * 
let the field be joyful and all / that is therein. 

 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy  
  before the Lord / when He comes, * 
when He comes / to judge the earth. 

 He will judge the world with / righteousness * 
and the peo- / ples with His truth.   



SECOND LESSON   Titus 2:11-14 

 A reading from the Book of Titus. 

  For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to 
renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives 
that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed 
hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good 
deeds.. 

 The Word of the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God. 

After a brief silence, all stand and turn towards the procession. 

HYMN AT THE SEQUENCE  92, On this day earth shall ring 
   PERSONENT HODIE 

stanzas 1-4 sung prior to the reading;  
all repeat stanza 1 at the conclusion of the reading 

GOSPEL   Luke 2:1-20 

Reader:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People:   Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be 
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he 
was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the 
time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn 
son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn. 



 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel 
said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of 
great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find 
a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among 
those whom he favors!" 

 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 
place, which the Lord has made known to us." So they went with haste and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw 
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all 
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary 
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it 
had been told them. 

 The Gospel of the Lord.  
  Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

HYMN AT THE SEQUENCE  92, On this day earth shall ring 
   PERSONENT HODIE 

stanza 1 

SERMON  The Rev. Robert Sturdy, 
  Rector 



ANTHEM    Gesu Bambino 
   Pietro A. Yon (1886-1943) 

Choir:  When blossoms flowered 'mid the snows upon a winter night, 
Was born the Child, the Christmas Rose, the King of Love and Light. 
The angels sang, the shepherds sang, the grateful earth rejoiced; 
And at His blessed birth the stars their exultation voiced. 
O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 

  Again the heart with rapture glows to greet the holy night, 
That gave the world its Christmas Rose it's King of Love and Light. 
Let ev'ry voice acclaim His name, the grateful chorus swell 
From paradise to earth He came that we with Him might dwell.  

- Jesu, redemptor omnium, trans. Frederick H. Martens 

At the conclusion of the Anthem, please KNEEL as you are able. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   from Common Worship, Church of England 

Celebrant:  In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, let us pray to the Father. 

    A brief Silence. 

Leader:   Hear our prayers, O Lord our God,  

People:   Lord, have mercy. 

  Give us boldness to preach the gospel in all the world, and to make disciples 
of all the nations. 

  Lord, have mercy. 

  Enlighten Mark, our Bishop and all your ministers with knowledge and 
understanding, that by their teaching and their lives they may proclaim 
your word. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

  Bring into the way of truth all who have erred and are deceived. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

  Bless those who administer the law, that they may uphold justice, honesty 
and truth. 

 Lord, have mercy. 



   Keep in safety those who travel, and all who are in danger. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

  Heal the sick in body and mind, and provide for the homeless, the hungry, 
and the destitute. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

  Hear us as we remember those who have died in the peace of Christ, both 
those who have confessed the faith and those whose faith is known to you 
alone, and grant us with them a share in your eternal kingdom. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

    A brief Silence. 

Celebrant:  Heavenly Father, you have promised through your son Jesus Christ, that 
when we meet in his name, and pray according to his mind, he will be 
among us and hear our prayer: in your love and mercy fulfill our desires, and 
give us your greatest gift, which is to know you, the only true God, and your 
son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People:   Amen. 

GREETING OF PEACE 
Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People:   And with thy spirit. 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 



The Holy Communion 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 

ANTHEM    from Messiah 

   G. F. Handel (1685-1750) 

Choir:  For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and the government shall 
be upon His shoulder; and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, 
the mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. 

- Isaiah 9:6 

PRESENTATION HYMN    83, O come, all ye faithful 
   ADESTE, FIDELIS 

All STAND and sing as the gifts are brought forward. 
OMIT stanzas 4 and 5 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  Eucharistic Prayer I, 
  Book of Common Prayer p. 333 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And with thy spirit. 

  Lift up your hearts. 

  We lift them up unto the Lord. 

  Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 

 It is meet and right so to do. 



Celebrant:  It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty… 

  …we laud and magnify thy glorious Name;  
     evermore praising thee, and saying: 

People:  Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts:   
Heaven and earth are full of thy Glory. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High.   
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Please KNEEL as you are able.   
The Eucharistic Prayer continues on p. 334 of the Book of Common Prayer.   

The prayer concludes: 

Celebrant:  … By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and 
glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. 

People:    Amen. 

  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

  Our Father, who art in heaven… 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

Celebrant:  Alleluia.  Christ our Passover was sacrificed for us: 

People:   Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia.   

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Holy Communion is an open and welcoming Table as the Lord himself is the host of this meal.   
All who have been baptized with water in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  

and who receive Communion in their own church are invited to receive the Body and Blood of Christ.   
Those who prefer not to receive Communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing.   

Please come forward by the center aisle and return by the side aisles.   

If you would like individual prayer after receiving the Sacrament,  
lay prayer ministers are stationed on either side of the Communion rail. 



ANTHEM    Tómas Luis da Victoria 
    (1548-1611) 

Choir:  O magnum mysterium et admirabile sacramentum, ut animalia viderent 
Dominum natum jacentem in praesepio.  O beata Virgo, cujus viscera 
meruerunt portare Dominum Jesum Christum.  Alleluia. 

  O great mystery and wonderful sacrament, that animals should see the 
new-born Lord lying in a manger!  O blessed is the Virgin, whose womb was 
worthy to bear Christ the Lord.  Alleluia. 

- Matins Responsory from Christmas Day 

HYMN     115, What child is this, who, laid to rest 
   GREENSLEEVES 

when all have returned to their places: 

THANKSGIVING 

Celebrant:  In thanksgiving, let us pray.  Almighty and everliving God, 

People:     we most heartily thank thee  
for that thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries,  
with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood  
of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ;  
and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us;  
and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, 
the blessed company of all faithful people;  
and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom.  
And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father,  
so to assist us with thy grace,  
that we may continue in that holy fellowship,  
and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory,  
world without end.  Amen. 



Service of Light 

THE GOSPEL OF THE INCARNATION   John 1:1-18 

SIT.  The ushers distribute the light as the lesson is read.   
As you pass the light, please take care not to tip lighted candles.   

At the conclusion of the reading, all sing: 

HYMN     111, Silent night, holy night 
   STILLE NACHT 

BLESSING 

Celebrant:  May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, 
the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the angels, 
the eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the magi, 
and the peace of the Christ child.  

  The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be upon you and remain with you for ever.  

People:     Amen.   

DISMISSAL 

Assistant:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People:     Thanks be to God.   

All depart in silence.  Please feel free to remain and pray for as long as you would like. 



Participating in This Evening’s Service: 

Readers:  Cal Cunningham, David Gravely 

Chalice Bearers:  David Gravely, Charlie Jordan 

Instrumentalists:  Erin Althoff and Doug Merritt, violins; 
  Patrick O’Neil, cello; Stephen Jones, bass 

Ushers: Dick Foltz, George Mims, Charlie Jordan, Jerrett Oates 

Visitor Table:  David Gravely 

Christmas Flowers 

Given in Loving Memory of: 

 Major & Mrs. Samuel A. Syme Herbert Downton Thomas Setzler 

 Jeanette Munns Graham Downton Homer & Sis Setzler 

 Tittel Family Clayton Downton Sheeley & Elloise Setzler 

 “Honey” Howard Downton Waldo & Sara Huffman 

 Koch Family Fred R. Heselbarth Junius & Marion Kinard 

 William Paul Friar & Ella Lee Friar George P. Jones John & Narvis Able 

 Herbert C. Gravely, Jr.  Sam & Mae Gardner Roland & Irene Lee 

 Mary Jeane Gravely Jackie Reeves Leonard & Maiselene Smith 

 Ruth Gehrman R. Jackson B. Smith, Jr. Samuel & Julia Coombs 

  John & Anna Katancik Frances Smith William & Leona Swank 

  Jack & Sara Springs Erwin F. Kobs Louis & Margaret Bergfeld 

  Bob Brooks J.D. & Elizabeth Ives Mrs. Macon Remsburg Epps 

  Annie Maude McLeod Sanders Ann Marie Smith Jack Forehand 

  Don Hughes Curt Smith Grace and Wade Alley 

  Sebron Hood, Jr.  Keith Smith Jane & Tom Webb 

  Collins & Harriette Spivey Ray & Lillie Thomas Nola & Luin King 

  Yates & Catherine Hood Holley & Lois Taggart Ed Bleaken 

  Stella & Charles Brown Arthur & Cy Misner Bob Ridgeway 

  Brownie Moulin Arnold & Rebecca Butler Frances Smith 

  Jim Moulin Isabel Haynes Arlene Foltz 

Armed Services Personnel who defend the freedoms which we enjoy 



Given in Honor of: 

 Beverly Gehrman  Ethel Downton 

  Jean N. Heselbarth  Barbara S. Kobs 

  Elva Grace Lamm Hope 

Julia Slack's 16th birthday,  
by Beth Slack & Skip Slack 

Given in Thanksgiving for: 

 Michael Banks, David Banks,  Children & Grandchildren, 
  & Thomas Gravely by Richard Gehrman 

 Grandchildren Bradley, Shelley, & Brandon,  All the gifts and blessings God has given to us, 
  by Gay Cooke by Linda & Everett Butler 

 Harriette & Joe Louis Sophie Grant & Harper Rhodes 

  Spivey & Ashley Hood Gene, Talley, & Ginny 

  Sebron & Kim Hood Richard William Bischoff, III 

  Our Grandson, Blaise,   Children and their children:  Carolyn, Victoria, 
  and all our Children and Grandchildren,   Sarah, Sydney, Trey, Benjamin & Oakley, 
  by Wilfred & Shirley Brown by John Ed & Chris Copeland 

The wreaths in the Sanctuary and on the Church north doors  

are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of  
J. Whitney Cunningham, Elizabeth Cunningham Saunders,  

James Cotten Currow and Elizabeth Currow,  
by Dr. & Mrs. Calhoun Cunningham. 

The wreaths on the Church south doors and on the Chapel doors  

are given to the Glory of God  
and in honor of family and friends,  

by Dr. & Mrs. Joe Jarrett 



The mission of Trinity Church  

is to inspire all people through the power of the Gospel  

to become living members of the Body of Christ 

3000 N. Kings Hwy, Myrtle Beach, South Carolina 29577 
Phone: (843) 448-8426, Fax: (843) 946-9637,  

E-Mail: trinitymb@aol.com 

Please visit our website at www.trinitymyrtlebeach.org 


